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COMPOSITION:	LETTER WRITING

Read the letter of apology below and then write a reply to it underneath

									P. O Box 14 – 30500,
									Lodwar.

									15th May, 2011.


The Debating Club Patron,
Ngei Academy,
P.O. Box 413 – 30500,
Lodwar.

Dear Mrs Akitela,

RE:	Apology

Please excuse my absence from the Debating club last week.  I fell off a ladder the evening before the meeting and broke my neck.  As a result of this, my mother thought it best if I saw a doctor and had a few X-Rays.

I hope you were able to find a replacement speaker in time.

Yours truly,

Adome khetiwe.





COMPREHENSION (20 MARKS)

Read the passage below and answer the questions that follow in complete sentences except for questions 8.


So Mr Courifer wore black.  It never struck him for some single moment that red would have been more appropriate, far more becoming and far less expensive and far more national.  No! it must be black.  He would have liked blue black, but he wore nesty black for economy.

There was one subject upon which Mr. Courifer could talk even at home, so no one ever mentioned it: his son , Tomas Mr. Courifer had great expectations for his son:  indeed in the back of his mind he had hopes of seeing him reach the high water marks of red – tape officialdoms, for Tomas was in the Government service.  Not very high up, it was true, but still he was in it.  It was an honour that impressed his father deeply, but Tomas did not seem to think quite so much of it.  The youth in question, however, was altogether neutral in his opinions in his father’s presence.  Although somewhat feminine as to attire, he was distinctly masculine in his speech.  His neutrality was not a matter of choice, since no one was allowed to choose anything in the Courifer family, but the paterfamilias himself.

From start to finish, Tomas career had been cut out, and in spite of the fact that nature had endowed him with a black skin and an African temperament, Tomas was to be an Englishman in appearance.  Consequently, once a year, mysterious bundles arrived by parcel post.  When opened, they revealed marvelous checks and plaids in vivid greens and blues after the fashion of a Liverpool counter – jumper, waistcoats decorative in the extreme with their bold designs and rows of brass buttons, socks vying with the rainbow in glory and pumps patent in appearance and very fragile as to texture.

Now, Tomas was no longer a minor and he keenly resented having his clothes chosen for him like a boy going to school for the first time.  Indeed, on one occasion, had it not been for his sister’s timely interference, he would have chucked the whole collection in the fire.

Dear little Keren – Happuch, eight years his junior had not at all attractive, with a very diminutive body and a large heart.  Such a mistake! People’s hearts ought always to be in proportion to their size, otherwise it upsets the dimensions of the whole structure and often ends in its total collapse.  Keren was that type of individual whom nobody worshipped, consequently she understood the art of worshipping others to the full.  Tomas was the object of her adoration.  Upon him, she lavished the whole store of her boundless wealth and whatever hurt Tomas became positive torture as far as Keren was concerned.

‘Tomas!’ she said clinging to him with the tenacity of a bear, as he saw the faggots piled up high, ready for the conflagration.  ‘  Do yah! No burn em oh! Ole man go flog you oh! Den clos, berry fine! I like am myself too much.  I wish she added wistfully, - ‘ me na boy; I wish I could use am. 
QUESTIONS ON THE PASSAGE

1. Why did Mr. Courifer prefer rusty black to any other colour? (2mks)







2. What expectations did Mr. Courier have for his son?	(2mks)






3. What was Ironical about Tomas’ behavior?	(3mks)







4. What was contained in the mysterious bundles that arrived by post? (2mks)






5. Explain why Tomas resented having his clothes chosen for him. (2mks)





6. How did Keren learn the art of worshipping other people to the full? (2mks)





7. Explain the relationship that exists between Tomas and Keren. (2mks)






8. Explain the meaning of the following words and expressions as used in the passage. (5mks)


i) Feminine



ii) Temperament



iii) Cut out



iv) Fragile



v) Conflagration.







GRAMMAR (20MKS)

Fill in the blanks using suitable connectors from the following list. (5mks)

( however, besides, in the first place, consequently, as a result). 

A report published by Elimu Bora Group points out various causes of poor performance by secondary School students in English.------------------------------------------, the foundation laid in Primary School has been found wanting.  This is due to lack of emphasis and encouragement on the part of the teacher that students use English as a medium of expression………………………………., most of the pupils come from the same village, share a vernacular and without proper supervision, resort to the use of what they know best.
__________________________there is very little or no effort on the part of the pupil to attempt communicating on English _________________________when they get to secondary school, they find that the situation is different.  A lot of emphasis is put on the speaking and writing of good English, which is the only medium of instruction, _______________________ most of the students get bewildered and by the time they try to pick up, it is rather too late.  The group suggests that a lot of effort should be put in at the primary school level if this trend is to be reversed.

Give the Passive form Of the sentences below. (4mks) 

1. They had bought so many books.


2. A cert boy found the hidden treasure.


3. Mercy was selling vegetables just before the storm.


4. The headmasters have accepted his offer.



Explain clearly the difference in meaning between the following pairs of sentences. (4mks)

i) He has a green and a black shirt.
He has a green and black shirt.




ii) The policeman was corrupt.
The policeman was corrupted



Using a suitable coordinating conjunction join the pairs of clauses below. (3mks)

1. You can take the computer course now.
You can take the computer course next term.

2. The new television station has started.
I don’t like any of the programmes on it.

3. Can Gitau not afford to go on the trip?
Can Deborah not afford to go on the trip?


Fill in the blanks using an appropriate preposition. (4mks)

1. AFC Leopards is eager _____________________beat their opponents during this year’s super Leagure.
2. The headmaster was happy_____________________our school’s performance.

3. The thief was identified_______________________the victim.


4. Omwanda is notorious ______________________the new students.


ORAL SKILLS (10MKS)

Read the poem below and answer the questions that follow.

Ouch! That’s so painful!
The slap,
Mama Baby yells,
The clothes, not sparkling clean;
But ripe for such punishing chores.
Not ripe for such punishing chores.
Her own, like a sponge, absorb
Knowledge.
What about this child?

Oops! That’s so awful.
The morsels.
Mama Baby declares,
The family meal, too good for my uncivilized mouth;
But my growing body demands;
A nourishing meal, not stale  leftovers.
Her own, like a volcano, belch with satisfaction.
What about this child?



Alas! That’s so cold!
The floor.
Mama Baby directs,
The hard flour in the store, my bed;
But my fragile frame needs
Comfort or restful sleep.
Her own, like queens, pampered to slumber,
What about this child?

My! That’s so potent!
The hope,
Mama Baby will finally cease,
Exploiting me, oppressing me;
But only if you care enough;
To unshackle me.

QUESTIONS

1. Why has the persona (speaker in the poem) been slapped?  Illustrate your answer with evidence from the poem. (2mks)   






2. What does the fourth line in the 3rd stanza (verse) tell us about Mama Baby’s manner of dressing? (1mk)



3. What does the expression “too good for my uncivilized mouth” Mean?  (1mk)






4. What rights has the persona (the one speaking in the poem) been denied? (2mks)





5. How would you describe the character of “Mama Baby’ (2mks)





Give another word with the same pronunciation as the words given below. (2mks)

1. Key

2. Miner


3. Morning

4. Oversee
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