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AEN 101: INTRODUCTION TO LANGUAGE

DATE TIME

INSTRUCTIONS:
1. There are FIVE questions in this paper
2. Answer question ONE and any other TWO questions

Q1.(a) Using suitable illustrations, discuss the following FIVE features of human
communication

(i) Double Articulation (3 marks)
(ii) Arbitrariness (3 marks)
(it1)  Displacement (3 marks)
(iv)  Reciprocity (3 marks)
(v) Productivity (3 marks)
(b) Discuss the nature and wweaknessss of the following animal communication systems.
s L mandd
(i) The Honey bee (. % s ’_
CF S markg)

(i1) Chimpanzees (7

Q2. “The origin of language is a contentious issue™, Discuss this statement citing the merits
and dements of the following FOUR theories of the origin of language.

(i) Divine Source Theory (5 marks)
(i)  Glosso-genetics Theory (5 marks
(iii)  La La Theory (5 marks)
{ivi  Human Invention Theory (5 marks)

Q3: Using examples. distinguish the following concepts

(1) Pidgins and creoles {3 marks)
(i1} Cuneiforms and Hicroglyphs (5 marks)

(iit)  Isolating and Polysynthetic languages (5 marks)
(iv)  Genderlects and Lingua Franca (5 marks)

Q4: With the aid of suitable illustrations, discuss FIVE factors that cause language change (20
marks)

03: (a) Account for the THREE approaches used in language classification
{10 marks)
{b) Using examples. assess the debate surrounding languages and dialects
{10 marks)



